




Archived at Flinders University: dspace.flinders.edu.au
 
 
Full Citation Details: 
Crawford, I 1975, The Role of the Australian Archaeological 
Association,  'Australian Archaeology', no.2, 3-4. 
THE ROLE OF THE AUSTRALIAN ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION 
The A.A.A. was formed a t  a meeting of a rchaeologis t s  i n  
Pe r th  dur ing  t h e  ANZAAS meeting of August 1973. The idea  of 
such an a s s o c i a t i o n  had been mooted f o r  s eve ra l  years ,  a s  i t  
had i n  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  d i s c i p l i n e s  which a l s o  formed a s soc ia t ions  
a t  t h i s  t i m e .  The A.A.A. i s  not iceably  d i f f e r e n t  from the  o the r  
a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  t h a t  whi le  they  a r e  con£ ined t o  "professionals" , 
t h e  A.A.A. i s  open t o  anyone who has a genuine d e s i r e  t o  f u r t h e r  
archaeology, be he employed as an archaeologis t  , j u s t  i n t e r e s t e d ,  
o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  employed i n  a r e l a t e d  d i s c i p l i n e .  Exactly how 
t h e  Associa t ion  w i l l  func t ion ,  and the  d e t a i l s  of i ts  cons t i t u t ion  
have y e t  t o  be decided, b u t  i t  seems t o  me t h a t  t he re  a r e  a number 
of areas i n  which such an assoc ia t ion  can be of considerable use 
t o  a r chaeo log i s t s  and t h e i r  a s soc ia t e s ,  and I hope t o  s ee  the  
Associa t ion  a c t i v e  i n  t he  following spheres a t  l e a s t .  
1. Communications 
A major problem fac ing  archaeologis t s  i n  Aus t r a l i a  i s  
i s o l a t i o n ,  and I b e l i e v e  t h a t  b e t t e r  means of communications 
could he lp  r e l i e v e  t h i s .  Although there  a r e  developing departments 
of archaeology i n  New South Wales and the  A.C.T., i n  a l l  o the r  
states, a rchaeo log i s t s  work i n  departments which a r e  not  primari ly 
o r i e n t e d  towards archaeology. Such people a r e  o f t e n  under 
p re s su res  t o  d e v i a t e  i n t o  o t h e r  f i e l d s  which may be c lose r  t o  
t h e  major o r i e n t a t i o n  of t he  employing i n s t i t u t i o n ,  and they lack  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  co l leagues  t o  t u r n  t o  f o r  advice. I f  t he  A.A.A. can 
he lp  t o  s t r eng then  t h e i r  pos i t i ons  by reminding them t h a t  t h e r e  i s  
a body of a r chaeo log i s t s  who have t h e  same p r i o r i t i e s  and a r e  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  achievements of t h e  ind iv idua l ,  t h e  a s soc ia t ion  
w i l l  p l ay  a va luab le  r o l e .  I envisage t h i s  a s  being achieved 
mainly through the  newsle t te r .  
2. Pub l i c  Re la t ions  
We a l l  p u b l i c i s e  t he  work and achievements i n  archaeology 
i n  A u s t r a l i a ,  b u t  one s t i l l  m e e t s  t he  comment, "I don' t  suppose 
t h e r e  i s  any archaeology i n  Australia!" A pub l i c  awareness of 
archaeology is abso lu t e ly  e s s e n t i a l ,  f o r  i t  is the  general  publ ic  
who r e p o r t  s i t e s  t o  u s ,  who o f t e n  make considerable s a c r i f i c e s  t o  
enable  a rchaeo log i s t s  t o  excavate,  who v o l u n t a r i l y  preserve s i t e s  
which we b e l i e v e  a r e  important ,  and i n  the  long run, i t  i s  the  
gene ra l  p u b l i c  which suppor ts  the museums and u n i v e r s i t i e s  which 
employ t h e  bulk of t h e  a rchaeo log i s t s  i n  Aus t r a l i a .  The cont r ibut ion  
made by i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  t h e  publ ic  apprec ia t ion  of our aims and 
needs is of fundamental importance, but  t he re  a r e  times when the  
i n d i v i d u a l  cannot achieve as much a s  he would l i k e  i n  t h i s  f i e l d ,  
and I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  A.A.A. should attempt t o  supplement the  
i n d i v i d u a l  e f f o r t s .  The newsle t te r  should be a s t a r t ,  but  more 
p u b l i c  l e c t u r e s  would be des i r ab le ,  and i t  is hoped t h a t  the  A.A.A. 
w i l l  be a b l e  t o  organise  these  i n  t h e  fu tu re .  
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Each branch of archaeology w i l l  have i ts  own p a r t i c u l a r  
set of p r i o r i t i e s  i n  public r e la t ions .  For example, i n  t h e  
f i e l d  of marine archaeology, t h e r e  i s  urgent need f o r  
l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  s top the loo t ing  of the  n ineteenth  century 
wrecks around the  Austral ian coas t ;  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  
only come i f  there  is s u f f i c i e n t  publ ic  pressure  and an awareness 
by p o l i t i c i a n s  of the  value of t h e  mate r i a l  which is  being taken 
from these wrecks. Prehis tor ians  face  a d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n  i n  
which Aborigines i n  many areas a r e  asking why archaeologis ts  
should d i g  up the  remains of t h e i r  pas t ;  it i s  I think f a i r  t o  
say tha t  when Aborigines f i g h t  f o r  the  recogni t ion of such r i g h t s  
as land ownership, they c i t e  the  f indings  of the  archaeologis ts  
which give a perspective t o  Aboriginal occupation of Aus t ra l i a ,  
so  t h a t  i n  f a c t  there  a r e  very good reasons why Aborigines and 
archaeolsgis ts  should work s i d e  by s i d e  f o r  mutual advantage. 
But the days when the  archaeologis ts  could assume t h a t  Aborigines 
approved o f ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  would not  ob jec t  to ,  excavations have 
gone, and i t  is hoped t h a t  the  A.A.A. w i l l  play a r o l e  i n  l i a s o n  
between archaeologists  and Aborigines. 
3. Archaeology and the  Law 
I n  a l l  s t a t e s  i n  Aust ra l ia ,  the re  is  l e g i s l a t i o n  which 
is intended t o  protect  archaeological  sites from unnecessary 
damage: although there  a r e  de fec t s  i n  these  acts, they are 
saving sites which would otherwise be l o s t ,  as s o  many have i n  
the past .  The passing of these  a c t s  was encouraged by 
archaeologists ,  and by and large ,  they se rve  t h e  archaeologis ts  
well. There have, however, been a number of cases  i n  which 
archaeologists  have f e l t  penalised o r  r e s t r i c t e d  by the  workings 
of these ac ts .  It would, of course,  be a pe r fec t  world i f  t h e r e  
were no misunderstandings o r  i n j u s t i c e s ,  but  i t  i s  hoped t h a t  
the A.A.A. can help t o  smooth t h e  way f o r  a b e t t e r  understanding 
between the  archaeologists  on t h e  one hand and those who have 
the  task  of implementing the a c t s  on the  o ther .  The r e s o l u t i o n  
of t h i s  kind of s i t u a t i o n  would appear t o  l i e  i n  continuing 
discussions, and these the  A.A.A. can support. 
Relations with o ther  d i s c i p l i n e s  
A s  indicated i n  the opening paragraph, the  decis ion has  
already been made t h a t  the  A.A.A. w i l l  not  be closed t o  members 
of other professions,  and w i l l  not  be a narrow "professional" 
society.  This decision r e f l e c t s  the  very na tu re  of archaeology which 
r e l i e s  so heavily on the physical  sc iences  f o r  its techniques, and 
on the  humanities fo r  its i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of its data .  It is hoped 
tha t  the  newsletter  can help t o  draw t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of members of 
o ther  d i sc ip l ines  t o  the areas i n  which they can l i a s e  with 
archaeologists. 
I an  Crawford - Pres ident  
December 1974 
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